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OUTDOOR LEARNING 

At Shinewater, our intent is that every child should experience the world beyond the 

classroom as a fundamental part of learning and personal development. It is 

important for the children to have hands on experiences through which they 

develop their understanding and learning skills. We want children to have the 

opportunity to be able to explore and learn outside throughout the year, 

experiencing the seasons and changing nature around them. 

 

Learning in the outdoors is an extension of learning in the classroom. At Shinewater, 

we believe that learning need not take place solely within the classroom. It is a vital 

and important part of the curriculum. Being outside, activates the children’s 

imagination, and brings subjects to life in a real context.   It stimulates their senses, 

and builds firm foundation for further learning, along with providing skills and 

confidence for their lifelong learning.  

We are extremely fortunate to have a rich environment within the school grounds 

which has huge potential for providing learning opportunities Mrs Dyke, our Forest 

School, Beach School Practitioner and Outdoor Learning Lead is passionate about 

giving the children the opportunity to take part in exciting challenging and thought-

provoking outdoor learning activities. 

Although some of our Outdoor learning is based on Forest School values, much of 

the time spent outside is linked to the curriculum subjects, as there are endless 

possibilities for cross curricular links especially with Science, Geography, History, PSHE, 

Maths and English.  

 

 

 

 



Whilst we are outside we adhere to some of the Forest School, guiding principles 

such as: 

• Outdoor Learning takes place in a woodland or outside environment to 

support the development of a relationship between the child and the natural 

world. 

• Our approach is learner led, child centred and experiential. 

• We promote the holistic development of the children, fostering resilient, 

confident, independent and creative learners. 

• We offer the children the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to 

the environment and to themselves. 

 

Outdoor learning is planned to enrich and enhance the children’s in-school learning 

experiences. Children also have opportunities to learn specific outdoor skills which 

link closely to successful learning/learning to learn. For example, using flint and steel 

to light fires which teaches them about fire safety; respect for the environment, 

themselves and others; working within safe boundaries which they learn to recognise 

and manage themselves; self regulation - all this stems directly from our school 

vision… enabling all to flourish in our world. 

Outdoor learning at Shinewater has had an impact. The children have enjoyed 

hands on experiences learning outdoors which has added to their understanding 

and learning of a wide variety of curriculum areas. They have developed 

imagination and creativity through exploration of the outdoors. Through challenging 

activities and working in all weathers they have developed resilience. Co-operation 

skills through team work have improved. The children have more of an 

understanding of nature, the world around them. Many have contributed to the 

development of our school grounds and looking after the world around us. 

When the children are learning outside, you will see a different level of engagement, 

a natural curiosity and energy about learning which cannot always be created in 

the classroom. The children have come to value our outdoor environment and the 

opportunities it gives them. Being outside has increased the use of language as talk 

is encouraged and often essential. Self confidence and self-esteem frequently with 

children who struggle within a classroom setting improve and develop. We have 

enabled all children, regardless of background, ability, additional needs, to flourish 

to become the very best version of themselves they can possibly be. 
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